JACKr 

TME. 


London  : 

Printed  by  W.  S.  FORTEY,  Monmouth 
Court,  Bloomsbury,   W.C.  -/ 


£x£ibris 

NIVERSITY   OF   CALIFORNI 
LOS    ANGELES 

(ThcOltocPerciDal 
Collection  of 

Children's  Boohs 


ji&l 


JACK 

THE  GIANT  KILLER. 

qM 

SGltf 

[oano 
nuot 
fofitq 

HOOD 

I 

|rrfein 

•rsvo 
*ifib 
noon 

IN  the  reign  of  King  Arthur,  near  to  the  Land's 
Endot  England, in  the  county  of  Cornwall, lived  a 
wortny  farmer,who  had  a  son  named  Jack.  He  was 
brisk  and.  ready  wit,  and  what  he  could  not  per- 
form by  force,  he  ->mpleted  by  wit  and  policy ; 
none  could  surpass  him,  for  the  very  learned  he 
baffled  by  his  cuaning  and  sharp  invent  .ion*. 

In  those  days  the  Mjunt  of  Cornwall  was  kept 
by  aGiant  eighteen  feet  High,  and  about  thveejard, 
in  circumference,  of  a  fierce  countenance,  the  ter- 
ror of  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages.  |  His 
habitation  was  in  a  cave  in  the  midstof  the  mounts 
e  would  suffer  no  living  thm?  to  b*  ne*r  M«m. 
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He  fed  OR  other  people's  cattle,  and  when  hf 
food  he  wadteL  dvA  to  'ttte  mate Jandjwhfere  h« 
helped  himself  to  any  thing  he  could  find,the  peo- 
ple all  running  away.  He  made  nothing  to  carry 
over  ou  hi*  back  half  a  dozen  cows  and  oxen  at 
once;  as  for  ducks  and  geese,  he  would  tie  them 
round  his  waist  like  a  bunch  of  candles.  This  he 
practised  for  i»*ny  years,so  that  a  great  part  of  the 
county  of  Cornwall  was  impoverished  by  him. 

Jack  undertook  to  destroy  this  monster ;  so  fur- 
aishiag  himself  with  a  horn,  shovel,  and  pickaxe, 
over  the  mountains  he  went,  in  the  beginning  of  a 
dark  winter's  evening,  fell  to  work,  and  in  the 
morning  had  dug  a  pit  twenty  feet  deep,  and  al- 
most asbroad,covering  it  over  with  long  sticks  and 
straws,  and  strewing  a  little  mould  over  it,  it  ap- 
Dearedlike  plain  ground :  then  putting  the  horn  te 
hw  mouth  he  blew  tantivy ;  which  noise  awoke  the 
giant,  who  came  roaring  towards  Jack,crying  oat, 
"  you  incorrigible  villain,  you  shall  pay  dearly  for 
disturbing  me,  for  I  will  broil  you  for  my  break. 
fast !"  He  had  scarcely  said  this  when  he  tumbled 
into  the  pit.  O  !  Mr/Giant,  says  Jack,  where  aw 
you  now  ?  What  doyou  now  think  of  having  for 
Breakfast?  so  saying,  he  struck  him  such  a  blow 
Oil  the  crown  of  "his  head,  that  he  fell  down  dead 
to  the  bottom  of  the  pit,  and  Jack  shovelled  thr 
With  on  him  as  he  lay,  aad  there  left  him 
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When  the  Magistrates  heard  that  JacV bad  to 
.troyed  ihk  enormous  Giant  they  ™«  ^^ 
and  declared  that  he  should  henceforth  be  called 
Jack  the  Giant  Killer,  and  presented  him  with  a 
superb  sword  and  belt,  upon  which  these  wordf 
were  written  in  letters  of  gold  :— 
Here's  the  valiant  Cornwh  man, 
Who  slew  the  Giant  Cormoran. 
™  nf  Mark's  victory  soon  spread  ot«r  tne 
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relish  iui  his  breakfast.  He  than  locked  him  in 
uu  upper  room  over  the  gateway,  saying, he  would 
Fetch  another  Giant,  a  friend  of  his,  to  breakfast 
with  him  off  poor  Jack. 

Jack  was  almost  distracted ;  he  ran  u»  the  win- 
dow, and  saw  the  two  Giants  coming  tCH#**ds  the 
castle ;  now,  quoth  he,  my  death  or  deliverance  is 
at  hand.  On  looking  round  the  room,  Ue  found 
some  strong  ropes,  and  making  a  running  noose 
at  one  end,  he  put  the  other  through  a  pulley 
"which  happened  to  be  just  over  the  window; 
while  the  Giants  were  unlocking  the  gate,  Jack 
Contrived  to  throw  the  noose  over  both  their  heads, 
and  instantly  pulling  the  rope,  he  managed,though 
Tieoould  not  pull  themofftheir  fect,to  choke  them 
both."  this  was  the  hardest  job  he  ever  did  for 

'•'         »:,i..;ff;     .        -i  J 
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the  ('  .;   spluttered  at  a  rare  rate 

but  at  length  he  was  successful,  and  rejoiced  at 
his  deliverance.  He  then  took  the  Giant's  keys, 
and  in  searching  about  the  castle,  found  three  la- 
dies tied  by  the  hair  of  their  heads,  who  told  Jacl; 
the  Giant  had  murdered  their  husbands'.  Jack 
released  them,  and  told  them  he  had  killed  the 
Giant,  so  giving  them  the  keys,  he  departed  veinr 
well  pleased  with  the  termmation  of  this  fearful 
adventure. 

J  ack  having  but  little  money , thought  it  prudent 
to  travel  hard ;  but  losing  his  way  he  was  benight- 
ed, and  could  find  no  place  of  entertainment,  un- 
til coming  to  a  valley  between  two  hills,  he  found 
a  very  large  house  in  a  lonesome  place,  and  being 
greatly  in  need  of  rest  and  refreshment,  he  took 
courage  to  knock  at  the  gate,  when,  to  his  araaat* 


